























NOTICE 


We specialize in Church Fabrics by the yard for vestment 
materials, altar decorations, etc. You can depend upon prompt 
delivery as well as any request for samples. 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 
366 Fifth Avenue New York 1, N.Y 


“The House of Ecclesiastical Materials’’ 





WANTED: A man experienced in firing boilers and steam- 
fitting maintenance. References required. Please address ap- 
plication to: Benedictine Convent, Clyde, Missouri. 





Booklets in German 
10¢ each 


Many readers may be glad to know we have the following assortment 
of booklets in German: 


LITTLE DEVOTIONS TO THE HOLY INFANT JESUS 
DEVOTION TO THE INFANT JESUS OF PRAGUE 
SIX DISCOURSES ON THE ENTHRONEMENT 

DE MONTFORT’S DEVOTION TO MARY 

ON THE HEART OF OUR MOTHER (FATIMA) 
DEVOTIONS TO OUR SORROWFUL MOTHER 

GOOD ST. ANNE 

ST. GERTRUDE THE GREAT 

GO TO JOSEPH 

ASSIST THE POOR SOULS 


Note: The foregoing are obtainable also in English; the following ones 
only in German. 


ENCYCLICAL OF POPE PIUS XII TO THE GERMAN PEOPLE 
FAITHFUL GUARD BY DAY AND NIGHT 
THE HOLY HOUR 


Order from: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 





Tabernacle and Purgatory 

Printed and published monthly by the Benedictine Sisters of Per- 

petual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the supervision of a Bene- 
dictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year. Foreign countries: $1.25. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 

at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 

ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 

1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 





Oabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada and Foreign Countries, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XI. 
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Devotion to the Precious Blood 


A beautiful treatise on the excellence and efficacy of devotion 
to the Precious Blood of Jesus, especially appropriate for July, when 
Holy Church directs us to venerate the Blood by which we were 
redeemed. The booklet gives the proper parts of the Mass of the 
Precious Blood, a litany, and many inspiring prayers, which may be 
used for daily devotions, Novenas, Holy Hours, offerings, etc. 10¢ 


ORDER FROM: 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Che Precious Blood is the Hope and Consolation of the Poor Souls. 
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OTHING so vividly places the Redemption and its stu- 
pendous consequences before our minds as devotion 
to the Precious Blood of Christ; for this Precious 
Blood is the price of our Redemption, the saving 
stream that cleansed the world from sin, the Blood 
of “the Lamb that takes away the sins of the world.” 
‘Its action in the life of the Church is unceasing. To 
It the Sacraments owe their efficacy and their 
mysterious power to sanctify and to save. The Holy 
Eucharist is the mystical shedding and bestowal of 
the Precious Blood Itself. In the holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass, this Blood flows in a never-ending stream, ap- 
peasing the wrath of the Divine Majesty and imploring 
pardon and mercy for a sinful world. 

Most Catholics know well that the month of July — beginning 
with the celebration of the Feast on the very first day — is specially 
devoted to the Precious Blood of Jesus; but though they have been 
very fervent in honoring the Sacred Heart during the month of June, 
the month of the Precious Blood arouses but little enthusiasm in the 
hearts of many of them. If they but realized the beauty and signifi- 
cance of this devotion, the month of the Precious Blood would hold 
equal importance in their lives with the month of the Sacred Heart. 
And indeed the two devotions are most closely related; for the Sacred 
Heart is the very chalice of the Precious Blood, the fountain whence 
It springs. Both devotions are approved by the Church, and both are 
designed to bring countless blessings to those who practice them. 


We honor the Sacred Heart because It is the Heart of the God 
who has loved and redeemed us. It is part of that sacred Body which 
was mangled on the Cross, a victim for our transgressions, and which 
is present on our altars and in our tabernacles. Most fittingly does It 
express the tender love of our Savior. In His Heart we worship the 
fountain of His goodness, love and mercy. The heart is the symbol of 
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love, and when we wish to honor the love and mercy of Christ, we can 
find no more suitable way than by devotion to His Sacred Heart. 

For a very similar reason, with perhaps a deeper scriptural and 
dogmatic foundation, we honor the Precious Blood. It, too, is an 
important part of the Sacred Humanity by which we were redeemed; 
important not only because the Blood contains the vitality of that Hu- 
manity, but also and especially because It was the ransom paid for 
our redemption. Therefore It is deserving of signal honor as the 
sign, symbol and price of salvation. No part of the Sacred Humanity 
of Jesus, which is infinitely adorable in Its entirety and in Its every 
part, is a more fitting object of that supreme love which we owe to 
Christ than the very price which He paid in His act of supreme love. 
Accordingly, when we implore God’s mercy and render Him thanks 
for saving us from eternal death and bestowing upon us eternal life, 
we can find no better way than by practicing devotion to the Precious 
Blood. It is by excellence the devotion of Redemption. 


St. Paul, in his Epistle to the Hebrews, compares the shedding of 
the blood of animals in the Old Testament with Christ’s shedding of 
His Blood in the New, showing that in both it was necessary that blood 
be shed, but that the New Testament is infinitely greater and holier 
than the Old, as Christ’s Blood is holier than that of the animals 
sacrificed according to the law of Moses. The sacrifices of the Old 
Law were powerless of themselves; they were mere “shadows of the 
good things to come.” The blood of millions of victims had not the 
efficacy of one drop of the Precious Blood of Christ. Christ alone, by 
the shedding of His Blood, could and did merit eternal Redemption 
for mankind. 

If the fervent Israelite, moved by the words of Moses, assisted 
devoutly at the imperfect sacrifices of the Old Law, if he adored in spirit 
the Blood of the Lamb that was to be slain and thus freed himself 
from sin, how much more must the Christian adore It after It has 
been shed and when It is actually being shed mystically on the altar! 


Certainly we do not adore or honor or receive the Precious Blood 
as separate from Christ, but as a part of His whole Humanity and as 
beng united directly to His sacred Divinity. At the same time it is 
well to observe that we do not adore the Precious Blood as we do the 
Holy Cross or as a relic of the Passion, for It is, as a principal part 
of His Humanity, directly united to the Divinity of the Second Person 
of the Trinity. 

In order that our devotion to the Precious Blood may be properly 
directed, it is well for us to ponder on the end and aim of this devo- 
tion, as regards our own spiritual life. This end is the increase of 
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the three theological virtues, faith, hope, and charity, and of the moral 
virtues, especially penance and mortification for sins, one’s own and 
others’, zeal for the salvation of souls redeemed by the Precious Blood, 
and application of the fruits of this Blood to the suffering souls in 
purgatory. 

The direct means to be employed in attaining this end is frequent 
meditation on the Blood-sheddings of Christ, frequent adoration of the 
Precious Blood in the Holy Eucharist, and Its reception in Holy Com- 
munion. The highest form of the devotion is certainly the actual, con- 
secration of the Blood and Its reception in Holy Mass by the priest. 
Though the laity cannot consecrate the Blood of Christ, they can par- 
ticipate in the consecration by their devout assistance at Holy Mass 
and by reception of the Blood, which is contained whole and entire 
in every sacred Host. 

‘Devotion to the Precious Blood is singularly calculated to increase 
the virtues within us. The Sacred Scriptures and the Fathers and 
spiritual writers point out to us that the Precious Blood in a special 
manner awakens hatred for sin, teaches mortification, arouses zeal 
for souls and charity for the souls in purgatory. 


Pictures sometimes represent the angels gathering the Precious 
Blood in chalices as It flows from the wounds of the Crucified Christ, 
and then pouring It into the fires of purgatory or out upon the desert 
earth. This is but a weak symbol of Its actual power of intercession. 
The prayer that brings the sinner to repentance finds its efficacy in the 
oblation of the Precious Blood. The prayer that is offered for the « 
Church seeks its power in the Precious Blood. The Church’s mission 
to the world is to pour on it the Precious Blood through the Mass and 
through the sacraments. The souls in purgatory, too, are consoled 
and comforted by the cooling streams of the Precious Blood poured 
forth upon them in the Holy Sacrifice. 

The Church, in her love for the Precious Blood, has established 
the solemn feast of the Precious Blood on July Ist, with its beautiful 
Mass and Office replete with the choicest passages referring to the 
Precious Blood, as found in Sacred Scripture and in the writings of the 
Fathers. Many prayers in honor of the Precious Blood have been 
approved and indulgenced, among them the Seven Offerings of the 
Merits of the Precious Blood.* May we express the hope that this 
beautiful devotion will be practiced by millions of Catholics in this 
month of July, particularly by frequent, and wherever possible, daily, 
» assistance at Holy Mass and the reception of Holy Communion. 





*Leaflets with this prayer may be obtained from our convent at 1¢ each. 
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A Glorious Discovery 

G os 
AINT BENEDICT, the founder of the Benedictine Order 
and the Father of Western Monasticism, has two feasts, 

a) which in his Order are kept with more or less equal 

splendor. The earlier feast, on March 21st, commemorat- 
‘ ing St. Benedict’s happy death, usually occurs in Lent, 
and is therefore seemingly shorn of some of its full liturgical solemnity 
and joyfulness. The latter feast, on July 11th, known as the Solemnity 
of St. Benedict and kept with an octave, is connected with the alleged 
translation of St. Benedict’s relics from Monte Cassino to the Abbey 
of Fleury on the Loire in France, in 653, though the historical truth 
of this translation has always been a matter of controversy. The 
feast offers us a welcome opportunity to direct our thoughts to this 
great saint who scorned the things of earth and desired the heavenly 
goods “with all spiritual longing.” It places before us in ever clearer 
relief this ‘gigantic figure whose life and work so greatly affected the 
history of his time, and whose influence down through the centuries 
has been such that he may be truly styled “a light of the world.” 

Inseparably linked with the name of St. Benedict is that of Monte 
Cassino. It was there that the saint spent the last twenty years of 
his mortal life and wrote his Holy Rule. The mountain bearing this 
name is one of the peaks of the Apennine range, located about ninety 
* miles from: Rome on the road to Naples. It rises to a great height 
as if to challenge the daring to climb to its top. 

Daring, indeed, was the soul of Benedict, for, casting off the 
shackles of pagan pleasure-seeking, he turned his back on the world 
and its ideals to seek God in the seclusion of the almost inaccessible 
heights of this mountain. But if here Benedict was, as it were, “out of 
the world,” his heart was full of compassion for those still exposed 
to its dangers and led astray by its maxims. If he loved and sought 
God, not less did he strive to bring others to know and serve Him. 
So wholly did he dedicate himself to this end that God blessed his 
humility and indefatigable zeal for His glory with far more than 
ordinary success. “Through the thousands and tens of thousands of 
men and women who have consecrated their lives and their work to 
God under his Rule, St. Benedict has well merited the title “Father 
of Europe,” bestowed on him by Pope Pius XII in an address delivered 
on the occasion of the celebration of the Fourteenth Centennial of the 
death of St. Benedict, in the Basilica of St. Paul, Rome, in 1947. 
The monastery which St. Benedict and his monks built upon the 
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top of Monte Cassino has ever remained an immortal monument to 
him. Enlarged and rebuilt, it has suffered many ravages down through 
the centuries, and during the late war, save for one tower, was reduced 
to a waste of rubble by bombs, because allegedly it harbored enemy 
soldiers. The ruthless destruction left only a mass of broken stone 
and debris covering five acres of ground and lying twelve feet deep, 
where once stood the beautiful monastery of Monte Cassino. . Countless 
works of art and sculpture, collected during the centuries of the Abbey’s 
existence, were destroyed, as well as seventy thousand of the one hun- 
dred thousand priceless old manuscripts treasured in the library. 
But even in the midst of this heartrending ruin, there is reason 
for rejoicing! In clearing out the debris of what was once the beauti- 
ful mosaic crypt containing the remains of St. Benedict and his twin 
sister, St. Scholastica, the monks have come upon the sacred relics 





The Crypt containing the tomb of St. Benedict and St. Scholastica, 
before its destruction by bombs. 
themselves. Surely these were miraculously protected by the loving 
designs of God’s Providence, for a large and powerful bomb had pene- 
trated to within one foot of the sepulchre but had not exploded. Emptied 
now of its deadly contents, the bomb may be seen today a few feet 
from where it was found. 
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After obtaining the approval of the Holy Father, and in the 
presence of Church dignitaries, leading archxologists, medical men and 
scientists of Italy, Abbot Ildephonse opened the grave of St. Benedict 
some months ago. The tomb had not been disturbed for over four 
hundred years. A broken stone slab above it bore the words: Ossa 
S. Beredicti et S. Scholasticae. Within were found three caskets. The 
first, of wood, contained a metal casket somewhat smaller, and this in 
turn enclosed a porphyry casket wherein were preserved the precious 
bones of the venerable patriarch and his holy sister. 


When the bones had been carefully removed and assembled, it 
was found that about half of the skull of St. Benedict was perfectly 
intact, but the other half was missing. The conjecture has been made 
that this missing portion may be the relics venerated in the Abbey of 
Fleury in France, which, as already mentioned, has long laid claim to 
the relics along with Monte Cassino. The main bones of the skeleton, 
the jaw and facial bones, were easily recognized, but the smaller bones 
have disintegrated into dust. Judging from the skeletal bones of the 
two saints, it appears that St. Benedict was tall in stature, being about 
six feet and two or three inches, whereas his twin sister, Scholastica, 
was scarcely five feet in height. 

The finding of these precious relics brings to light several truly 
remarkable phenomena which seem to manifest God’s Divine pleasure 
in St. Benedict’s life and work. One of these concerns the thumb and 
forefinger of the saint’s right hand, which were undoubtedly used by 
him in writing that immortal document—his Holy Rule. All the 
bones of the left hand, as well as the bones of the small finger, the 
ring finger and the middle finger of the right hand, have totally dis- 
integrated into dust. The thumb and the forefinger of the right hand, 
however, are whole and entire, even the lesser joints. Does not this 
appear to be a sign from heaven that Benedict, blessed in name and in 
grace, has been blessed even in death in the members which were used, 
in writing his imperishable Rule, to further God’s glory down through 
the centuries? 

Another interesting fact, and even more amazing, is the perfect 
preservation of the larynx or voice organ of the saint. This is not a 
bony structure, but cartilaginous, and ordinarily quickly disintegrates 
after death. In the case of St. Benedict, however, it has ossified, and 
is as natural and complete as in life. Its size gives evidence of frequent 
use. We can be certain that this was true as regards St. Benedict, for 
he who legislates in his Holy Rule that “nothing is to be preferred to 
the Work of God,” certainly was most zealous in the rendition of God’s 
praises, which were on his lips “seven times a day,” and again at night 
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in the Divine Office. St. Gregory, his biographer, explicitly states that 
the saint could not teach other than as he lived. Hence, this remark- 
able preservation of the organ so often used to praise God can be 
looked upon in no other light than a manifestation of God’s pleasure 
and special reward. At the recognition of this mark of predilection, 
we feel we must cry out with the Psalmist: “Praise ye the Lord, all ye 
peoples! Praise ye the Name of the Lord. May the Name of the 
Lord be blessed, from this time forth and forever!” Again, we may 
see in this wonderful phenomenon an indication that the voice of 
St. Benedict is to continue to speak to mankind down through all ages 
of time, as it has during the past fourteen hundred years. Indeed, 
even during St. Benedict’s life, according to tradition, God promised 
him that his Order would last until the end of the world, and that in 
the latter days it would render great services to the Church and con- 
firm many in their faith. 

There is still another noteworthy circumstance regarding the de- 
struction of the Abbey of Monte Cassino, which seems truly “an act 
of God.” This is the practically unharmed state of the “Tower of 
St. Benedict,” the square building, twenty feet in width and about 
forty feet in height, which formerly formed one corner of the monastic 
abode, and which was the only part of the destroyed monastery dating 
from St. Benedict’s days. It was in this Tower that St. Benedict lived, 
prayed, and wrote his Holy Rule. In the midst of the devastation 
surrounding it, the Tower stands as a symbol of the enduring worth of 
St. Benedict’s work, of the eternal veracity of his teaching, and as a 
promise of the rebuilding of the monastery. Indeed, some have com- 
pared the Tower to the “stump” out of which will grow the new 
branches, according to the age-old motto engraved on the coat of arms 
of Monte Cassino. This motto: “Succisa Virescit,” assures us that if 
the tree be cut down, the stump will sprout forth new branches. 

With these lofty motives for rejoicing, St. Benedict’s children and 
devoted clients will celebrate his Solemnity with souls thrilling with 
new joy, and mouths pouring forth songs of gratitude, as His Holiness, 
Pius XII, exhorted his listeners in his sermon at St. Paul’s, to which 
reference was made in the early part of this article. Yes, “among 
the blessed hosts of the saints, St. Benedict stands out with so great 
glory that he has aroused admiration in all ages and won the esteem 
of all nations. And thus it shall ever be!” (Pius XII.) 
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PICTURE OF SAINT BENEDICT — Portrays the saint with a 
crozier signifying his abbatial dignity. Sepia print. 9x12 inches. 15¢ 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The “Love-Robe of Mary” 


eerie te ad 


IE Scapular Jubilee Year, commemorating the 700th 
anniversary of the gift of the Brown Scapular to Saint 
Simon Stock by the Blessed Virgin Mary, will be 
brought to a close on July 16. The centenary was 
ushered in by prayer and fitting spiritual celebrations 
at the Carmelite National Shrine in New York on the 
feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, July 16, 1950, and, as the year 
has slipped into eternity, it is hoped that all Mary’s children have 
renewed their sincere devotion to her, and grown in the ardor of their 
love for her who is “our life, our sweetness and our hope.” 

In his gracious letter approving and blessing the Centenary cele- 
brations, His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, spoke of the holy Scapular of 
Mount Carmel as being “in the first rank of those devotions which 
enlighten the mind with heavenly doctrine and incite souls to the prac- 
tice of the Christian life.” The Scapular, he said, is a constant lesson 
in the virtues of Mary. It speaks of her simplicity, her power, her 
love, her ceaseless protection and intercession. Hence, said His Holi- 
ness, it must, in like manner, be a constant incentive to her children 
to respond with childlike simplicity to that Mother-love of Mary by 
leading Marian lives—lives in which shine in fullest splendor the 
virtues of Mary, just as in her life may be seen a perfect exemplification 
of the virtues of her Divine Son. 

Priests, nuns, and members of the laity, again asserted the Holy 
Father, all belong to the same family of Mary, being united together 
by the bond of the Scapular. From Mary —“from her loving, motherly 
hands, came this Sign of Salvation, this Bond of Union, this Pledge 
of Peace, of protection in danger: the Scapular.” This mantle, the 
Love-Robe of Mary, is given to us to enfold our person, to mark us 
as her children. It is the “Sign of Consecration to her Immaculate 
Heart.” Mary herself wishes it to be such for all who wear it piously 
and reverently, as her devoted children. 

The Scapular is a sign of consecration to Mary’s Immaculate Heart 
—the outward symbol that our hearts are one with the Heart of our 
Mother! As such, Mary’s children wear it devoutly and gratefully, 
and with confident trust that its wearers are assured of salvation. For 
them the promise of eternal life—the substance of the original Scapular 
Promise, as the Holy Father calls it,— is a constant source of joy, 
thanksgiving and consolation. This brown mantle of Mary’s obtains 
for us “grace and glory,” if we wear it with trust and love, and fulfil 
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our duties as Mary’s children. It will shield us from the winds of 
temptation and the blasts of sin, gently reminding us to draw near to 
Mary in time of danger and trial. 

The Scapular of Mount Carmel also carries with it another great 
privilege, that of prompt deliverance from purgatory the first Saturday 
after death, if, in addition to wearing it devoutly, we have guarded 
chastity according to our state of life, and fulfilled the condition either 
of daily recitation of the Little Office of the Blessed Virgin (if we can 
read), or abstinence from meat on Wednesdays and Saturdays (if we 
cannot read). Many Popes have confirmed this privilege, and it has 
been a source of consolation for ages to numbers of the faithful. True, 
some have questioned so great a favor, but if one reflects on the con- 
ditions rather than on the privilege, it does not seem so surprising. 

Pride, covetousness and lust are the three great evils that afflict 
the human race. Now, the conditions laid down by Our Lady deal a 
direct blow to this triple-headed monster of sin, the great dragon she 
came to crush beneath her heel. Sins of impurity are most often the 
sins that drag souls into hell, Our Blessed Mother revealed to little 
Jacinta at Fatima. So she tells us: GUARD CHASTITY. Man is covetous, 
avaricious. And Mary commands us to PRAY, for it is by prayer that 
we come to understand the vanities of earth and to desire the riches 
of heaven. Man is proud. Mary bids us conquer pride by FASTING, 
which subdues the spirit and leads to humility. Hence, if a soul com- 
plies with these conditions and faithfully fulfils them as Mary expects, 
it will soon turn completely away from sin. Now, it is sin and its 
consequences which keep souls from heaven when death opens the 
portals of eternity; but if the soul is free from sin, or has but slight 
penalties to pay, it will escape purgatory, or be quickly released from 
its pains! This is the reason of Our Lady’s promise known as the 
Sabbatine Privilege — a promise which is like an unfailing beacon light 
guiding the soul on the narrow path of salvation and perfection. Mary. 
Mediatrix of all graces, accompanies the soul each step of the way, 
and is its strength, its hope, and its perseverance. 

So, let us wear this “Love-robe of Mary”— the Scapular of Mount 
Carmel, made and given to us by our Queen-Mother — with deep appre- 
ciation, with pride and confidence. It is more than a mark of her 
queenly favor. It is a testimony of her Mother-love! It is a symbol 
of all that has been done for us in the Redemptive work of her Son 
and of her power as Mediatrix of all graces. It is the assurance that 
through the Heart of Mary we shall find the way into the glorious 
Sanctuary of the Heart of Jesus, and one day receive a loving welcome 


into our eternal home of heaven, from our King and Queen of'Love! .° 
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Our 75th Anniversary 
December G, 1950 


Concluded 
Eucharistic Associations and Activities of the Laity 
i HE gratifying increase of Eucharistic fervor among the faith- 


ful of the locality, which has resulted from the founding of 

each new Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration, evidences the 

all-powerful attraction which the Blessed Sacrament exer- 
cises on souls, who find in these Eucharistic centers the way to Jesus. 
Could it be otherwise than that Jesus, the Divine King of Love, exposed 
on His throne of grace, should exert a magnetic influence which attracts 
hearts in a way unspeakably sweet and powerful? Yes, the influence 
radiating from His adorable Person has brought many souls to realize 
that Jesus has no other kingdom in this world than a “Eucharistic 
Kingdom,” and the happy result is the regular participation in the 
homage of adoration, day and night, by zealous lay adorers, either 
as individuals or formed into groups and Eucharistic Associations. 
Their adoration, however, is distinct from that of the Sisters, and they 
in no way replace the Sister-adorers, who are the official custodians of 
the Blessed Sacrament, — Sentinels who keep vigil day and night, and 
provide the facilities for the visits and Holy Hours of the people. 


Sanctuary of Christ the King 


Although still in the missionary section of our country, Tucson 
now claims for itself the title of “City of the Eucharist,” because of 
the great strides made in Eucharistic devotedness among the laity since 
the foundation of the Perpetual Adoration Sanctuary of Christ the King 
in 1935. This was the first of our several Sanctuaries in which or- 
ganized groups of the laity began to keep regular adoration hours. The 
auspicious occasion was Corpus Christi night, June 11, 1935, when a 
group of zealous Spanish men, who had banded together as “Caballeros,” 
or “Knights,” kept an Honor Guard of noctural adoration, two by two, 
from 9 P.M. to 4 A.M., with the intention of continuing this homage 
of love on every Thursday night. The second Thursday, not two, but 
five adorers for each hour kept vigil before the Eucharistic throne, 
making an Honor Guard of thirty-five men who offered love and repara- 
tion to the Heart of Jesus during that night. The Caballeros have 
faithfully kept vigil every Thursday night since that time, and to date 
have offered a total of well over 17,000 registered adoration hours. 

Emulating the example of the Caballeros, the Knights of Columbus 
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of the Tucson Council, in June, 1938, began a similar vigil of nocturnal 
adoration every Friday night. They have continued and expanded 
notably as year has followed year, and for some time past have also 





Official admission of new members to the Eucharistic Guard’ by bestowal 
of the Eucharistic emblem by Bishop Gercke. 


been keeping nocturnal adoration on Wednesday nights. Already by 
April, 1939, eighty men who had participated regularly in the weekly 
Friday night vigils were deemed worthy to receive an official Eucharistic 
badge, conferred in solemn ceremony by the Most Reverend Bishop 
Gercke. From that time real enthusiasm was shown, so that not only 
did the Tucson Council of the Knights of Columbus proclaim nocturnal 
adoration to be its chief spiritual activity, but its inspiring example has 
induced many other Councils in various cities to adopt a like program. 
To date, the Eucharistic Guard of the Knights of Columbus in Tutson 
has offered a total of nearly 18,000 registered noctural adoration hours. 
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In recognition of their 
zeal for nocturnal adora- 
tion, the Tucson Knights 
of Columbus were ac- 
corded a special honor 
on June 8, 1950, the 
feast of Corpus Christi 
and the 12th anniver- 
sary of their inaugura- 
tion of nocturnal adora- 
tion, by being granted 
the privilege of affilia- 
tion with the Archcon- 
fraternity for Nocturnal 
Adoration in Rome. The 
Tucson Council was also 
erected as the National 
Center, with authority 
to aggregate other Coun- 
cils of North America 


as branches of the Arch- Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus of the 


confraternity, more than Eucharistic Guard, marching in the 
monthly procession of reparation. 





forty-five of which, in 
half the states of the Union, now feature this Eucharistic program. 

But the women by no means allowed the men to surpass them in 
fervor. Only a few months elapsed after the group of Spanish men 
had undertaken nocturnal adoration on Thursday nights, when an asso- 
ciation of one hundred and sixty women was formed in 1936, as a 
parallel group. The Spanish-speaking members were known as “St. 
Teresa’s Sentinels,” and the English, as “St. Gertrude’s Sentinels.” 
These Sentinels—housewives, mothers, business and professional women 
— pledged a weekly hour of adoration during the day, and have been 
most faithful through the years. Their membership continues to grow 
year after year. To date, the two groups have offered a total of nearly 
70,000 adoration hours. 

A further expansion of the Eucharistic lay apostolate came in 
1946, when ladies who regularly accompanied their husbands, etc., on 
their Friday night vigils, organized as “Auxiliaries to the Eucharistic 
Guard.” These groups of women have continued to flourish and 
develop to such an extent that in November, 1950, they began to keep 
unbroken adoration every day, including Sunday, from 8 A.M. to 
8 P.M., to offer reparation and love to the Divine King there enthroned, 
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and to implore peace for the world. They now have a membership of 
one hundred and twenty. 

In 1945, a group of girls formed an association known as 
“Benedictine Doves,” for the purpose of developing religious vocations. 
Besides many other visits and Holy Hours, they now keep perpetual 
adoration throughout the day every Saturday, and participate in the 
third Sunday processions. 

Another zealous group participating in the adoration service is the 
Tucson Chapter of Oblates of St. Benedict, whose faithful devotion to 
the Blessed Sacrament and fidelity to their pledges mark them as true 
ehildren of St. Benedict. 

Before turning to our other convents, it seems fitting to mention 
also a special activity of the Eucharistic Guard, which consists in the 
regular participation of the Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus, in 
full regalia, in the Eucharistic procession of reparation held in the 
Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration every third Sunday, where they act 
as canopy bearers and present arms, an honor which they hold in high 
esteem. They also take a prominent part in the solemn procession on 
Corpus Christi. In their long black capes, lined with crimson satin, 
and their plumed hats, with swords at their sides, they add a touch of 
medieval knighthood to the colorful Eucharistic pageant. 


Sanctuary of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 


Located as it is in the open country, at a distance of about forty 
miles from Chicago, and midway between that city and Milwaukee, the 
Sanctuary of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament at Mundelein does 
not lend itself to the participation of the laity in the Eucharistic adora- 
tion so conveniently as does the Sanctuary in Tucson. Nevertheless 
there are many visitors, particularly during the summer months, and 
in 1941, the association of “Sentinels of the Blessed Sacrament” was in- 
augurated by the formal enrollment of over one hundred men and 
women from neighboring districts and towns, including also some 
generous souls from Chicago itself. All of these bring many sacrifices 
to keep their pledges of a weekly or monthly hour of adoration in the 
Perpetual Adoration Sanctuary. 


A later development was the formation of the “King’s Guard of 
Honor,” in which those who fulfil additional obligations over a given 
period of time enjoy membership. Boys and girls, too, as “Junior 
Sentinels,” vie with their elders in their devotion to their Eucharistic 
King, their presence in the Chapel being especially noticeable on 
Saturdays. 

The Mundelein Sentinels manifest a real “Benedictine” family 
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spirit, for fathers, mothers and children are accustomed to keep Holy 
Hours together each Thursday evening, and to attend the monthly 
meetings together. The children usually have a special part in the 
program at these meetings, the latest development of which is the drama- 
tization of parts of the Catechism. This has been found by many of 
the adults a very helpful means of refreshing this vital knowledge, which 
some may have neglected since school days. 

Another group, known as Our Lady of Fatima group, is now 
sponsoring a full day of adoration each Saturday, the members taking 
turns, hour by hour, from 6 A.M. to 9 P.M., in offering reparation and 
imploring peace for the world. They are convinced that it is Perpetual 
Adoration that will save the world, which is now reaping the fruit of 
apostasy from God. All these lay adorers bring many sacrifices to 
keep up their Eucharistic pledges. Many come from work just in time 
to attend the evening services, and must wait until quite late for their 
evening meal. However, they feel well repaid in being able thus to 
sanctify their work and their lives, for they have learned by experience 
that it is the Blessed Sacrament which is the Source of the graces 
needed for true Catholic living. 

The Eucharistic Sanctuaries both at Mundelein and Tucson have 
become, in the last decade, favorite places for “Days of Recollection.” 
Frequently, at Mundelein, one or even several busloads of pilgrms come 
from Milwaukee, or elsewhere, to spend a day in prayer and spiritual 
exercises. A priest usually accompanies them, and Holy Mass is cele- 
brated, conferences are given, Holy Hours are kept, the Rosary is 
prayed, and the visitors participate in the Vesper services held in the 
Chapel. The day closes with Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacra- 
ment. Many groups, large and small, come for such days of prayer, 
or for a Holy Hour. Still others come for a visit, including the Chapel 
in a pilgrimage schedule. 

In Tucson, the schedule follows much the same pattern, except that 
the exercises are usually conducted by the resident chaplain. It may be 
said that these Sanctuaries are magnets, attracting souls by their prayer- 
ful atmosphere and the perpetual exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. 

As mentioned in an earlier article devoted to the Mundelein Sanc- 
tuary, the seminarians, during their years of study at the nearby semi- 
nary of St. Mary of the Lake, take advantage of every opportunity to 
visit the Adoration Sanctuary and to participate in the various Eu- 
charistic services, which they regard as a special privilege. By frequent 
and intimate visits, the seeds of Eucharistic love thus take deep root 
in the hearts of these young levites, and surely will bear abundant fruit 
in their labors among the faithful when they take up parish duties. 
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Sanctuary of the Holy Spirit 


From the first there were many indications that the Holy Spirit 
was radiating His influence from the Eucharistic Sanctuary in Kansas 
City, and enkindling in the hearts of the faithful the fire of love, of 
which He is the infinite Source. On the eve of January 1, 1944, just 
a few weeks after the opening of the foundation, the Bishop, with a 
group of Knights of Columbus and other devout laymen, inaugurated 
nocturnal adoration by keeping a Holy Hour in the little temporary 
Chapel just before midnight. The following Friday, a Guard of Honor 
of the Knights of Columbus initiated regular Eucharistic vigils of the 
laity. From this start there was a marvelous development, and Eucha- 
ristic Associations of various groups were formed in rapid succession. 


After the permanent Chapel was opened in 1949, the groups con- 
tinued to grow in number and size, until at present there are fifty-three 
distinct groups, all but six of which are organized for NOCTURNAL 
adoration. Included in this number are many parish groups; also a 
“Convert” group, whose special purpose is to pray for conversions. 
The parishes scheduled for these nocturnal holy hours send representa- 
tive groups, which are usually accompanied by the pastor or an 
assistant. The Bishop has granted permission for Benediction to be 
given at the close of the hour if there are twenty people present, a 
privilege which not seldom is exercised four or five times within the 
twenty-four hours. 

For the year 1950, the registered hours of adoration offered by 
the laity totalled 10,160. Besides, there were countless unrecorded 
hours and visits of individuals. As at Mundelein and Tucson, one 
seldom enters the Chapel without finding several persons in devout 
prayer. This Sanctuary is likewise the center of a large and flourishing 
Chapter of Secular Oblates of St. Benedict, who also take an active 
part in the Eucharistic adoration and other services. 

Our Holy Father’s urgent appeal for public prayers for world 
peace prompted the keeping of several special Holy Hours in the Sanc- 
tuary of the Holy Spirit on August 15, 21, and 22, 1950, and also in 
December. In each instance the Chapel was filled to capacity, with 
an attendance of some 500 persons. 

In keeping with the wish of the Bishop of Kansas City that the 
Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration be the focus of the city-wide cele- 
bration of the Feast of Corpus Christi, the Sanctuary of the Holy Spirit 
has been the center of magnificent demonstrations of faith and love on 
each of the annual occurrences of the feast since its foundation. Par- 
ticularly outstanding was the celebration of the feast in 1950, which 
formed a part of the centennial observance of the Kansas City Diocese. 





———————————— 
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Upper: A portion of the crowd taking part in Corpus Christi Services, 1945. 
Lower: Outdoor altar, Corpus Christi, 1950. 


Some 4,000 Holy Name men took part in a candlelight procession, 
and throngs of spectators, numbering an additional 6,000 persons, 
participated, many of the latter also carrying lighted candles.* 


*This was related in the August, 1950 issue of Tabernacle and 
Purgatory. 





84 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


Periodically new members are added to all the groups of adorers 
at the several Sanctuaries, after they have satisfactorily completed a 
time of probation. The admission of new members as Sentinels or 
Eucharistic Guards, etc., in each Sanctuary, takes place in a solemn 
ceremony, presided over at Mundelein by the Cardinal Archbishop, 
and at Tucson and Kansas City by the Bishop of the diocese. These 
good shepherds of Christ take legitimate pride in bestowing on each 
Knight and Sentinel the Eucharistic badge as a mark of his or her 
well-earned membership. 

What power the prayers and sacrifices of these many adorers must 
have to appease Divine anger, to make reparation for the countless 
sins which bring God’s chastisement upon our earth, and to draw 
down heavenly blessings upon souls who are so much in need of God’s 
mercy! And what fruits of grace are produced in the souls of those 
who take part in this Eucharistic devotion! Each individual act of 
atonement, each homage of faith, love and gratitude will hasten the 
recognition of the true Kingship of Jesus and procure His triumph in 
souls and in nations, and His victory over the enemies of the Church. 


Sanctuary of the Holy Eucharist at Clyde 


A word remains to be said now of the Motherhouse at Clyde, which 
is not so easily accessible to the laity as are the branchhouses. Never- 
theless, since February 7, 1945, the pastor of the parish in the near-by 
small town of Clyde, has conducted a Holy Hour in the Adoration 
Chapel on the first Sunday of each month during the school year for 
members of the Young Ladies’ Sodality. 

Large groups from the parish at Conception, about two miles 
distant, have also come with their pastor for occasional Holy Hours in 
the Chapel, the first having been observed on August 29, 1948. 

Men and women attending the week-end retreats at the near-by 
Conception Monastery, usually include in their schedule a visit to the 
Adoration Chapel on Sunday, making the Rosary a part of their visit. 


During the summer months, in particular, the Adoration Chapel 
is visited by a considerable number of groups, large and small, from 
Kansas City, St. Joseph, Omaha and various other points. Usually 
they assist at Vespers and Benediction. Notable among group visitors 
are classes of non-Catholic students and even church groups, the latter, 
in many instances, being accompanied by their minister. Care is 
taken to explain to them the significance of the work of Perpetual 
Adoration, touching upon a few principal points of Catholic doctrine, 
and they evince particular interest in visiting the Relic Chapel, where a 
large collection of relics is displayed for veneration. Their reverent and 
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respectful behavior and attentive interest are always a source of edifica- 
tion, and some conversions have resulted from such visits. But in any 
event, they are an effective means of correcting erroneous views and 
dispelling prejudice, and of establishing relationships of friendship and 
good will. And surely our Eucharistic King does not fail to bestow 
special lights and graces upon all who in sincerity and good will come 
into His Presence and who breathe a prayer to the God above though 
they have not the conviction of His abiding presence upon the altar. 

As mentioned in a previous issue, the chief means of exercising a 
Eucharistic apostolate at the Motherhouse in Clyde, after the Perpetual 
Adoration,: is the diffusion of Catholic literature, issuing from the 
convent press. 


Membership of Our Congregation 


At the present time, our Congregation numbers two hundred and 
fifty-five professed members. Eighteen of these are Golden Jubilarians, 
nine being Diamond Jubilarians, three of whom are past ninety and 
one in her 90th year. Three of these nonogenarians are invalids. Two 
were still quite active until recently. The fourth, however, is still an 
active member of the community, participating daily in the Divine 
Services,.commencing with Lauds, at five o’clock in the morning, 
followed by the Hours of Prime and Tierce, High Mass and Benedic- 
tion, and the Office of Sext and None, usually lasting about two and 
a half hours. In the afternoon, Sister is again present in her choir 
stall for Vespers, Compline and Benediction, and no one follows the 
prayers more carefully or conscientiously than she, though she can no 
longer take: part vocally. Besides she makes her daily hour of adora- 
tion and prays the Stations. She has her daily assignment of work in 
helping to prepare fruits and vegetables, and her only major ex- 
ception to the rule is that she takes her meals privately and retires 
before Matins, at seven-thirty in the evening. Sister well remembers 
the day when, a girl of sixteen, she and another postulant were brought 
by her father to the convent in a lumber wagon, a distance of some 
fifteen miles over rough, muddy roads. The convent was then in its 
infancy, and Sister literally “grew up” with it, witnessing its gradual 
development into a large institution with three branchhouses. How 
much this development is due to her own life of prayer, labor and sacri- 
fice and that of the other revered pioneer members will be revealed 
when the curtain of time is drawn aside and the fruits of their lives 
are made manifest in the light of eternity. 

In addition to the professed members, there are, at the present 
writing, eighteen novices and five postulants, with six more expected 
in the near future. Ninety-six members have been called to eternity. 
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where we hope they are now adoring face to face Him whom here 
below they faithfully adored beneath the Eucharistic veils. 


The Benedictine adorers are drawn from many countries and States 
of the Union, showing that the Blessed Sacrament’s magnetic influence 
attracts souls from far and near. Canada, Newfoundland, Poland, 
Russia, Germany, Switzerland, Ireland and Mexico are among the 
countries represented. The States include Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, 
California, Colorado, North and South Dakota, Idaho, Iowa, Illinois, 
Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mis- 
souri, Nebraska, New Mexico, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Texas, 
Tennessee, Washington, West Virginia, Wisconsin and the District of 
Columbia, with our own State of Missouri predominating, and Kansas 
holding second place. Twenty-one States still lack representatives at the 
court of our Eucharistic King. May He hasten the day when there will 
be full representation, so that every State in the Union may join its 
voice in the grand hymn of adoration which rises unceasingly day and 
night to the throne of the God of mercy and love! 


Gratitude to Our Kind Benefactors 


We cannot conclude this little sketch without a word of heartfelt 
gratitude to our kind friends and benefactors, to whom, under God, we 
owe in very large measure the wonderful development which our Con- 
gregation has realized during these seventy-five years of its existence. 
You have been the instruments of His Divine Providence in making 
possible the erection and maintenance of our Eucharistic Sanctuaries, 
and yours will be a large share in the eternal recompense of the good 
that has been accomplished and, please God, will continue to be accom- 
plished in future years. For all, both the living and the deceased, we 
offer our daily prayers and good works in perpetual grateful remem- 
brance, and ask our Eucharistic Lord to bless abundantly in body and 
soul, in life and in death, in time and eternity, all who have done good 
to us for His sake. 


At the present writing, several Bishops are very desirous of having 
Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration established in their dioceses. But 
there are two great obstacles in our way—lack of sufficient MEMBERS 
and of FINANCIAL MEANS. 


Perhaps you who read these lines are a young lady well qualified 
to become a Benedictine Sister of Perpetual Adoration, but unaware 
of the fact that God is calling you to this privileged portion of His 
vineyard. Do not expect that God will favor you with a special ‘‘reve- 
lation’’ to make known His wishes, nor even to give you a special 
attraction for the religious life. If you are of a proper age (preferably 
under twenty-eight), have good health, a well-balanced mind, a cheer- 
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ful, co-operative disposition, and a desire to do something worthwhile 
for God, it may well be that Our Lord wishes you to consecrate yourself 
to Him as a Perpetual Adorer. To help you to decide this important 
question, we will gladly send you, without charge, a copy of our 
booklet ‘“‘The Benedictine Eucharistic Adorer,’’ which fully describes, 
in word and picture, the religious life in our Congregation. Your 
inquiry should be addressed to: Rev. Mother M. Carmelita, O.S.B., 
Prioress General, Benedictine Convent, Clyde, Missouri. 


Again, the reader of these lines (as will be the case in most 
instances) may have no possibility of becoming a member of our Con- 
gregation, but may be able to lend some financial assistance to help 
maintain our present Adoration Sanctuaries and to erect others in 
the future. Any contribution you may make will be most deeply 
appreciated, and will win for you in return the grateful prayers of all 
the Sisters, as well as a special blessing from our Eucharistic King. 

But there is one means of assistance we know is open to all — 
men and women, young and old, rich and poor — and that is PRAYER. 
So we humbly and earnestly solicit the prayers of all our dear readers 
that God may continue to bless our undertakings, send us many good 
members and provide us with the necessary material means to carry 
on our work. Above all, we beg your prayers that He may lead us 
all to true holiness, which is the end and aim of the religious life, 
and the secret of exercising a beneficent influence in the world. Then 
will each of our Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration become, as they 
should be, a “‘powerhouse”’ in the Church, drawing down blessings 
upon all, and helping to make fruitful the active works of the Catholic 
apostolate throughout the world. 








Personal Love of Jesus Christ 
The Love of Benevolence (Continued) 
Zeal for the Missions. 


Another way of showing your love of benevolence for Christ is 
by your zeal in aiding the Missions, both home and foreign. You may 
not have the vocation to work in missionary countries as a Priest, 
Brother or Sister, and hence cannot go and actually preach and teach 
the truths of Christianity to unbelievers and pagans. But you can do 
a great deal to assist missionaries by providing the things they need 
for carrying on their work. They need your help. The work of spread- 
ing the Gospel is the work of all Christians. Co-operation is essential ; 
God has appointed it so. What He could have done without any human 
aid whatsoever, He has been pleased to leave largely to the zeal of His 
followers. This has been so from the very beginning of the Church. 
Even our Blessed Lord, and after Him His Apostles, made use of the 
help of generous persons in carrying on their work, who thus shared 
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in a very intimate way in the great work of the Redemption. This is 
also true now of all who extend a helping hand to the messengers of 
the Gospel at home and abroad. 

But there is yet another phase of this subject. What is sorely 
needed in missionary lands is the co-operation of men and women of 
the medical and nursing professions. Many missionaries die early in 
their career, mainly because they lack the necessary medical care 
when they fall sick or meet with accidents. Moreover, the spread of the 
Gospel would be greatly facilitated if there were Catholic nurses to 
devote themselves to the care of the sick, either in the missions or in 
hospitals conducted by Sisters in missionary districts. Here is a won- 
derful opportunity for Catholic doctors and nurses not only to do a 
great work of charity, but also to share most intimately in the labors 
and merits of the messengers of the Gospel. “Heal the sick, cleanse 
the lepers,” was part of the commission given by Christ to those whom 
He sent to win the world to God. Deeds of charity and mercy pave 
the way to conversions. Hence the medical missionary plays a very 
important role in the extension of the kingdom of Christ. 

A right understanding, then, of the things which make up the 
love of benevolence will surely make you eager to spend at least a 
portion of your temporal goods for the spread of the True Faith. Nay, 
more; it will inspire you to be generous in rendering personal services 
to those who are as yet strangers to Christ’s kingdom, and thus help 
them to become sharers in the fruits of the Redemption. 

Apply this test to what you have hitherto thought to have been 
a true and fervent love for Jesus Christ. Have you made sacrifices 
for His sake? Have you gone out of your way to make Him known 
and loved? Have you taken an interest in the spiritual welfare of 
your fellowmen, Catholic as well as non-Catholic? or have you been 
totally indifferent about this as though they had no immortal soul to 
save and no eternal destiny to attain? 


Helping to Educate Priests. 


Another work that must be dear to you if your love for Christ is 
genuine is your co-operation in the preparation of young men for the 
sacred priesthood, both at home and in missionary countries. The 
expenses involved in the education of priests are very considerable. 
Since it takes about twelve years after grammar school to prepare a 
young man for the priesthood, it is easy to see that a large outlay of 
money is called for. 

There are many dioceses in the United States, especially in the 
west and southwest, which are too poor to defray the expenses of such 
a long training. The result is that many native boys and youths who 
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are fit subjects for the priesthood cannot follow their vocation. This 
in turn means that there is a great scarcity of priests in those dioceses. 
As a result, many thousands of Catholics are deprived of even the 
minimum of priestly ministration which is necessary if they are to 
preserve their holy Faith. It is a sad and painful fact that in many 
parts of the country where priests are few and far between, countless 
Catholics have lost, and are losing their Faith, both individually and 
collectively. 

This deplorable condition could easily be remedied if more of our 
Catholics had a true love of benevolence for Christ in their hearts. 
This would convince those possessed of wealth that it is nothing less 
than a duty for them to lend a helping hand by generously providing 
the means necessary for the education of candidates for the priesthood. 
Even those who are only in moderate circumstances could do much by 
giving small sums regularly. All, both the rich and the poor, should 
realize that gratitude for the spiritual advantages which they enjoy 
by living in places where priests are numerous and where their services 
are available at any time day and night, should impel them to help in 
providing the same advantages to Catholics living in the more sparsely 
settled parts of the country.* 

Here, then, is your opportunity for doing a very beneficent and 
meritorious work of charity. This you can do by giving financial aid 
to one or other of the bishops who are coping with the problem of 
shortage of priests; by establishing a burse in some seminary for the 
education of young men for the priesthood; or by taking one or several 
poor and needy seminarians under your patronage and providing them 
with books, clothes and other articles of which they stand in need. 

In this way you will not only help to increase the number of priests 
in the poorly staffed dioceses, and share very intimately in their mis- 
sionary labors, but you will also do a very meritorious work of mercy 
by which hundreds, perhaps thousands, of souls will enjoy the blessings 
of priestly ministration, who now are left without it and are often de- 
prived even of the consolations of the Last Sacraments when they come 
to die. 

*In an address to the Serra International convention recently held 
in Kansas City, Missouri, His Excellency, the Most Reverend Amleto 
Giovanni Cicognani, Apostolic Delegate to the United States, said that 
approximately one third of all the counties in the United States have 
no resident priest. Citing the dire need of priests in many U.S. areas, 
Archbishop Cicognani said that ‘‘of the 3,070 counties of this country, 
fully a thousand have no resident priest.’’ He noted that ‘‘the armed 
forces, too, are in need of priests to care for the youth in service.”’ 


‘“‘We must face the sad fact that the number of priests is inadequate 
to the needs,” he declared. 
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If, therefore, you are a person of means, can you consider yourself 
blameless before God if you spend your money for things which 
minister to your self-indulgence and pleasure, while thousands of souls 
around you are dying of spiritual starvation for the simple reason that 
you and others are heedless of the grave duty of performing corporal 
and spiritual works of charity and mercy? Keep well in mind that 
on the day of final judgment the sentence of admission to heaven or 
of exclusion from it will hinge notably on the performance or non- 
performance of deeds of helpfulness to the needy brethren of Christ. 

(Rev. F.J.R.) To be continued 
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The Prisoners of the King 
she 
Our Lord’s Escape from His Enemies at Nazareth 


ERY soon after the miracle of the healing of the ruler’s son 
at Capharnaum, Our Lord went to His own home at Nazareth 
and taught there in the synagogue. It was on this occasion 

that He offended His listeners most grievously by telling them that He 
was not going to perform wonderful miracles for them just to gratify 
their curiosity, as if they had some sort of right over Him. The 
Nazarenes, as the Scriptures tell us, were filled with anger at this, and 
led Our Lord to the steep hill on which their city was built, in order 
to cast Him down headlong. The Evangelists do not say in what 
manner Christ delivered Himself from their hands, although tradition 
points out a spot from which Our Lady is said to have watched in 
agony, which turned into blessed relief, when she saw that His foes 
had as yet no power to harm Him. 

It is impossible to suppose that this deliverance from His enemies 
was any surprise to Our Lord Himself, but it must have afforded Him 
an opportunity to thank His Heavenly Father for His constant care 
of Him, as the Psalmist so often represents Him doing. 


Gratitude of the Poor Souls 


In our consideration of the doctrine of purgatory we may find 
something to be noted in this incident. Let us reflect on the gratitude 
with which the soul will be filled at the moment of death, when it 
realizes how many dangers the loving care of the Heavenly Father has 
averted, and how many favors have been received to which it has 
paid but little attention. She will see then the snares in which of her 
own accord she almost entangled herself, the malice and cunning of 
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the enemies who beset her with temptations to which she almost yielded; 
she will understand then the power of sacramental grace, the efficacy 
of angelic guardianship, the might of Christian prayer and of the 
Communion of Saints, as well as what it means to have been a member 
of Jesus Christ, and a “partaker of the Holy Ghost.” 


Especially in the case of those who have sinned mortally will there 
be a most keen realization of what it is to have deserved hell; what 
it is to have been saved over and over again from the eager hatred 
of God’s enemies, in whose power they had willingly placed themselves. 
It would seem that this one thought would suffice to generate a love 
and gratitude to God intense enough to overcome all shrinking from 
the temporal punishment still to be exacted by the immutable justice 


of God. 


It will be found that a great number of passages in the psalms, 
especially those which are used in the Office of the Dead, and the 
Penitential Psalms, as well as those which are full of thanksgiving, such 
as Psalms 102 and 106, are wonderfully full of meaning if regarded 
as utterances of the holy souls or of the Church in their name. And 
although these psalms contain many expressions of sorrow and afflic- 
tion, still the dominant tone is one of confidence, hope and gratitude. 
Here is illustrated the truth of which we are speaking — the immense 
gratitude of the souls in purgatory for their deliverance from the ter- 
rible punishments of hell, punishments which are unaccompanied by 
any love of God or any hope in His mercy. Another feature of these 
psalms is their frequent reference to deliverance from enemies, power- 
ful and malicious enemies, who have been defeated by the goodness of 


God. 


St. Paul, in his Epistle to the Colossians, speaks in marvelous 
language of the triumph of Our Lord over the evil spirits by His 
Cross, on which He took away or cancelled the title they had over us, 
due to our sins. He speaks of our Savior as “cancelling the decree 
against us, which was hostile to us.” And he continues: “Indeed, He 
has taken it completely away, nailing it to the Cross. Disarming the 
Principalities and Powers, He displayed them openly, leading them 
away in triumph by force of it” (Col. 2:14,15). His words remind 
us of the image Our Lord used of the “strong man armed” who keeps 
his possessions in peace until one stronger than he comes along and 
robs him of them. The intense pride and arrogance of the devils made 
it most difficult for them to understand how they were to be conquered 
and balked by the humiliations of our Savior. In the same way 
they are still despoiled of their victims who are rescued from their 
very jaws by the fruit of these humiliations. These victories tend 
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immensely to the glory of God and the discomfiture of His enemies. 
Thousands of souls, for instance, are saved from them by the grace 
of the Last Sacraments, even after a long course of sin; thousands 
more, by interior graces granted them through the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin or the saints, or in reward for some good work per- 
formed long ago. Again, it may be considered as certain that God 
takes a soul from the world at the moment when He sees it most 
merciful to do so, knowing that if it lives on it will not be better, and 
that if its life is not shortened, it may be considerably worse. Thus 
the malice of the enemies of our souls is ever being defeated, which 
knowledge must be a fountain of most intense acts of love and gratitude 
on the part of the poor souls. 


Surely, then, it is their wish and also to the glory of God that we 
help them discharge this debt of gratitude by adding thanksgiving for 
their deliverance to our prayers for their speedy and perfect purifica- 
tion. Indeed, a lack of thanksgiving for favors received in life may 
be a cause of their detention in purgatory. St. Paul instructed his 
disciple St. Timothy: “I desire, first of all, that supplications, prayers, 
intercession and thanksgiving may be made for all men” (1 Tim. 2:1). 
And as we have seen, the Psalms teach us to unite thanksgiving with 
supplication in order to help as well as gladden the holy souls by 
giving earnest thanks to God for His great mercies on their behalf. 





Lest We Forget... 


QO of sight, out of mind, is a saying that applies so well to all 
of us. So in order to keep the remembrance of the war-suffer- 
ers living and active, may we again recommend their needs to the 
charity of our kind readers? One who has not visited the war- 
devastated countries can only faintly imagine the misery and want 
to which the destructive weapons of modern warfare have reduced 
the inhabitants of war-torn areas. 


We know that many who read these lines have given time and 
again, not out of plenty but from a meagre store. Yet the pitiful 
appeals coming from many of these sufferers make us bold to ask those 
who can, to aid at least some of the most needy. God will certainly 
reward your charity superabundantly, for He has promised: ‘‘Blessed 
are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.”’ 


Any contribution you may be able to send will be gratefully 
received and employed for the relief of the war-sufferers if addressed 
to: 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Little Lovers’ League 


COO = 
» E often hear the expression, “Blood is thicker than water,” 
and of course we know what it means — that those of 
our own family and near relatives are naturally dearer 
to us than others, because the same blood flows in our 
veins. But then, have we ever thought how very dear 
Jesus should be to us? Dearer far than parents, brothers 
or sisters, for every time we receive Him in Holy Com- 
munion, we receive His Precious Blood, which nourishes our souls 
with His own life. That same Precious Blood, to which the month of 
July is specially dedicated, was first given to us at the Last Supper, 
when Our Lord changed wine into His Blood, saying: “Take and drink 
ye all of this...” And it will go on being given to us until the last 
Mass on earth is celebrated. Could He give us a greater proof of 
His love? Everywhere, at every moment, His Precious Blood is offered 
to the Heavenly Father for us, to adore Him, to thank Him ahears to 
make atonement for our sins. 

How often did not Christ shed this Précious Blood for us during 
His earthly life? According to the law of Moses, the first drops were 
shed at the Circumcision; during His fearful agony im the Garden, 
the Blood oozed from His sacred Body like sweat; at the scourging It 
poured from the Wounds caused by the lashes; when He was crowned, 
the Blood trickled down even into His eyes from the cruel pressure of 
the thorns. Finally, on the Cross, the soldier’s lance drove the very 
last drop from His pierced Heart, so that water also came out. 

In shedding His Blood for us, Jesus wanted It to be the sign and 
symbol of the great love that unites us to Him, of the close friendship 
that makes us one. At the Last Supper He said to His Apostles, and 
through them to us: “No longer do I call you servants... but I have 
called you friends.” Since, then, we are His friends, bought at such 
a great price, we must make Him some return for this love. We must 
give Him love for love, and all the small expressions of that love for 
which His Heart hungers — our trust, our obedience, our self-denial. 

As we have seen, July is dedicated to the Precious Blood, so do 
not let us forget, dear Little Lovers, to offer this Precious Blood many 
times to the Heavenly Father for the needs of the Church and the 
world, for the sick and the suffering, the poor and the prisoners, and 
above all, for sinners. Then our Father in heaven, looking down on 
us, will see us so closely united to His beloved Son — His very bloaod- 
relations — that He will love us, too, as His very dear children. 
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Good Saint Anne 
Feast, July 26 


ANY years ago, so the story goes, a group of devout pilgrims 
travelled to the shrine of our Lady of Lourdes in order to 
obtain the eure of a crippled child, a little girl, who was the favorite 
of her whole village. Despite much bathing of the shrunken legs in 
the miraculous waters, and fervent prayers, no improvement could 
be noticed. Finally, the child, growing restless under the treatments, 
looked up at the statue of the 
Blessed Virgin, and shaking 
aprotesting finger, said: 
‘“‘When I get home I’m going 
to tell your mother on you!” 
(She came from a parish 
where St. Amne was held in 
great veneration.) Our Lady 
must have smiled at the little 
one’s faith, for the story says 
she was cured at that very 
moment. 

Naturally, St. Anne enjoys 
great influence in heaven. As 
mother of the Blessed Vir- 
gin she played a key part in 
our Redemption, for in her 
took place the great mystery 
of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion, and she mothered the 
one who in turn mothered 
Our Lerd and Savior. So she 
is the grandmother of Jesus! 
This explains why devotion to 
her is so ancient in the 
Church, and why so many 
girls bear her lovely name, 
which means “grace.” It also 
accounts for the fact that nu- 
merous churches are dedicated to her and that her great shrines, such 
as St. Anne de Beaupre in Canada, attract so many devout pilgrims. 

Patroness of housewives, mothers and widows though she is, little 
is known of St. Anne’s life, although there is a tradition which tells 
some interesting things about her. This tradition says that St. Anne’s 
father and mother were of the tribe of Juda and of the royal family of 
David. Their names are said to have been Stallonus and Emerentia, 
and they are thought to have lived either at Nazareth, or the little town 
of Sephoris, to the north of Mount Carmel. A devout and pious couple, 
they brought up their child according to the strict observance of the 
Jewish law. Later, Anne was married to Joachim, of the same tribe 
and family as herself. Theirs was a happy marriage, marred by only 
ene thing — they were childless. Among the Jews, this was considered 
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a terrible disgrace, a punishment almost, for some sin. Married now 
for over twenty years, the holy and charitable couple suffered many 
reproaches because of this. 

Every year, when Joachim, according to the custom, went to Jeru- 
salem to offer sacrifice, he and his saintly wife prayed fervently that 
God would at last grant them a child. But never had their prayer 
been answered and now both were well along in years. Then came 
a cruel blow. On presenting his offering one year, a bigger offering 
than usual, Joachim was rebuked by the High Priest and his offering 
was not accepted, because, said the Priest, men without children were 
not worthy to be admitted. Overcome with grief,. Joachim did not at 
once return to Nazareth, but went alone into the mountains to plead 
with God in solitude. 

Back in Nazareth, Anne, learning the reason for her husband’s 
absence, wept bitterly, when, suddenly, according to the legend, a 
wonderful thing happened. The light at the window grew more and 
more brilliant, and from the midst of its brightness, a voice spoke: 
“Do not weep, Anne, for I am sent to tell you that a daughter shall 
be born to you. She shall be called Mary, and shall be blessed above 
all women.’’ Soon after, Joachim returned and Anne found that he 
also had been told by an angel that a daughter would be given to 
them. Together they fell on their knees to thank God for His mercy 
towards them, promising to dedicate the child to His service. 

When the child was born, she was called Mary, as the angel had 
said, a name which in Hebrew means “‘lady,’”’ or “‘star of the sea.” 
Three years later, Anne and Joachim went up to the Temple of Jeru- 
salem, to the steps of the altar where Joachim had been refused 
admittance by the High Priest. In his arms Joachim carried a little 
girl, dressed all in white. When he set her down on the first step, 
Anne watched proudly as she walked up toward the altar without help, 
to join the other virgins of the Temple, all dedicated to the service 
of God. 

The legend continues that St. Joachim and St. Anne did not live 
very long after Mary entered the Temple, but soon went to join the 
other holy souls in Limbo, there to await the triumphant Resurrection 
and Ascension of Our Lord, who is also their Grandson. So, it is 
easy to see why St. Anne is such a favorite with everyone, and why 
her clients invoke her aid in all their difficulties, great or small, for, 
after all, Jesus could hardly refuse His grandmother! 


PRACTICE: Go to Holy Mass and Communion as often as you 
can during July, to honor the Precious Blood, especially on July 1, 
which is the feast of the Precious Blood, and on all Fridays. Make 
some little sacrifices to thank Jesus for giving us His Precious Blood. 


ASPIRATION: Blessed forever be Jesus, who has saved us with 
His Blood! 
Spiritual Vitamin for July 


Precious Blood, from which flow all graces of salvation, apply 
Thy infinite merits to my soul. 
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Booklets on the Mass and the Sacraments 


My Daily Companion at Mass 

God Himself, Our Sacrifice 

The Fountains of Salvation 

Confession, the Sacrament of Mercy and Peace 


Confession, Its Fruitful Practice. 


Booklets for Non-Catholics and Prospective Converts 


Do You Know the Church? 
How to Find the True Church 
Rays of Catholic Truth 


Booklets for Those Contemplating Marriage 


United in Christ 
Why Not Make Your Home Ideal? 


Consoling Booklets for Everyone 


Conformity to the Will of God 
Through Death to Life 

All Ye Who Mourn 

Assist the Souls in Purgatory 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Devotion to the Precious Blood — Particularly 
appropriate for July which is dedicated to the Precious 
Blood, containing an explanation of the veneration of the 
Precious Blood, the Proper of the Mass for the feast 
(July 1), and many beautiful prayers. 


Devotion to the Holy Face — An inspiring treat- 
ment of the fruitfulness of devotion to the Sacred Counte- 
nance of our Savior, including many prayers. 


The Mysteries of Mary — Considerations on six- 
teen of Mary’s principal feasts, including that of the Visita- 
tion (July 2) and Our Lady of Mt. Carmel (July 16). 


Sacramentals — An instructive explanation of the 
sacramentals used by the Church, in particular the Crucifix, 
Sign of the Cross, Holy Water, Blessed Candles, Blessed 
Palm, Scapulars and Medals. Read it to learn of the mar- 
velous efficacy of the Scapular of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
(the brown scapular), whose feast is July 16. 


Good St. Anne — Few saints of the Church are 
better loved than good St. Anne, the mother of the Blessed 
Virgin. This booklet, containing an account of the venera- 
tion of St. Anne, her relics, shrines and miracles, is a favor- 
ite. It includes the Proper of her Mass, litany and prayers 
in her honor. 


St. Benedict, the Beloved of God, Feast, July 11. 
— An interesting account of the grace-filled life of this 
great saint, and of his many miracles. Contains also a 
novena in his honor, litany and other prayers. 
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